[Aseptic inflammatory reaction in surgery of the knee (author's transl)].
The author reports 15 cases which show the clinical and laboratory characteristics and treatment of the aseptic inflammatory reaction observed after operation on the knee. It should be carefully distinguished from pyogenic arthritis; the clinical signs and the appearance of the synovial fluid are identical. Only laboratory examination permits ones to distinguish them, by the presence or absence of bacteria. This is a benign complication which becomes cured within a few days by common medical anti-inflammatory treatment. The danger is confusion with septic arthritis and the choice of inappropriate treatment, which often causes severe sequelae of even secondary infection. The true cause of this complication which in every way resembles acute inflammatory rheumatism, remains unknown.